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Capturing Washington County, Maryland's faces, places and unique spaces with creative and artful imagery. #washcoproud
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Washington County Participating in a SAREX Drill o


 [image: Washington County Participating in a SAREX Drill on April 18, 2024 Between Dam 3 and Brunswick, MD 🚁  In a proactive effort to enhance emergency preparedness and interagency collaboration, multiple local and state agencies are set to conduct a joint drill along the C&O Canal between Dam 3 and the town of Brunswick. The drill, scheduled for April 18, 2024, aims to simulate response procedures in the event of a hypothetical emergency scenario. There will be the presence of helicopters, both State and Military, in the area from approximately 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  All participating agencies play critical roles in ensuring public safety and managing emergencies within the region. This collaborative effort underscores the commitment of these agencies to work together seamlessly in times of crisis.  The drill will be centered around flooding incident, providing an opportunity for each agency to test its protocols and coordination mechanisms. Residents and bystanders in the vicinity of Dam 3 to Brunswick may observe increased activity during the drill; however, it is essential to note that this exercise is purely simulated, and there is no cause for alarm.  For the convenience of residents and interested parties, an approximate map indicating the locations involved in the drill is provided below.  The safety and well-being of residents remain the top priority throughout the drill. All necessary precautions will be taken to ensure minimal disruption to the surrounding communities.  Residents are encouraged to remain informed about the drill through official channels and are reminded that it is a simulated exercise. Any emergency-related concerns during the drill period should be directed to the appropriate local authorities.]










Support for Businesses Affected by the Francis Sco
[image: Support for Businesses Affected by the Francis Scott Key Bridge Collapse 🌉  In the wake of the recent collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, and its subsequent closure of the Port of Baltimore, we understand the significant impact this event may have on businesses in the area. The Washington County, MD Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) is working in partnership with the Maryland State Department of Commerce to develop resources to aid businesses and workforce impacted by this event. As a community, we are committed to supporting those affected and ensuring they have access to the resources and assistance needed to recover and rebuild. At this time resources are being developed that are not ready to be publicly announced. Please see the numbered bullets below. We would like to call your attention to the daily conference call (bullet #1). We encourage you or a representative of your company to register for this daily conference call as it will be the primary information source.   1) The Maryland Emergency Management Agency runs the Private Sector Integration Program (PSIP). Its mission is "incorporating the private sector into the emergency management framework to provide a voice to the business community during emergencies and increase information sharing between the private and public sectors." Businesses can sign up to participate in PSIP here: https://mdem.maryland.gov/Pages/psip.aspx. Presently, PSIP holds daily briefings on the Bridge and Port situation.  2) The Maryland Transportation Authority has set up a page on its website with information about the transportation complications and detours suggested to mitigate delays. This website can be found here: https://mdta.maryland.gov/keybridgenews.  For more information on available resources and assistance for businesses affected by the bridge collapse, please contact Linda Spence, Business Specialist for the Washington County Department of Business and Economic Development by email at LSpence@WashCo-MD.net or by phone at 240-313-2286]










Washington County PSTC April Blood Drive Reschedul
[image: Washington County PSTC April Blood Drive Rescheduled for July 🩸  Due to unforeseen circumstances the upcoming blood drive at the Washington County Public Safety Training Center, originally scheduled for Friday, April 5, 2024, has been rescheduled for Tuesday, July 16, 2024, from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.  Blood donations play a vital role in emergency situations, surgeries, cancer treatments, and other medical procedures. By donating blood, you become a real-life superhero, providing patients with the gift of life. Together, we can make a profound difference and create a stronger, healthier community.  The Public Safety Training Center is located at 18350 Public Safety Place, directly off Sharpsburg Pike.  Please RSVP to Megan Nokes at menokes@washco-md.net or Chris Amos at camaos@washco-md.net.]










👨🚒 Meet the Team: Featuring Charles Johns
[image: 👨🚒 Meet the Team: Featuring Charles Johnson  🔥 What is your role within the team, and what are your main responsibilities?  My role within DES is the A shift Paramedic in Smithsburg. Every third day I am on duty on the ambulance and am responsible for providing Prehospital health care for Smithsburg and surrounding communities. Our role on the ambulance is to respond when someone is having a medical emergency or when they are injured. We provide medical treatments in hospital to stabilize and treat patients prior to arriving at the hospital. I not only aid Washington County but also operate a chase medic for Franklin and Frederick County.  🚒 How long have you been with DES, and what attracted you to this role?  I have been with DES since 2022. When I was originally hired I was hired as a Firefighter/FAO and DES sponsored me through the in-county Paramedic Training program. I have wanted to work for a career department since I joined the fire service at an early age in Smithsburg, and since then I have found my passion for healthcare and providing care for patients. I was initially attracted to DES because of the ability to further my scope of practice in becoming a paramedic.  🎯 What are some of your hobbies or interests outside of work? Outside of work, I enjoy spending time with my wife and my two dogs. I spend a lot of my time off at home working around the house. I also enjoy spending time with friends in a variety of settings. I am also a Volunteer at Smithsburg Fire Department and further spend additional time helping there.   💬 Do you have a favorite quote or mantra that motivates you professionally or personally? I enjoy the phrase “Circumstance does not change responsibility” and I believe that it is an accurate representation of EMS. No matter the situation we are still responsible to provide the best patient care possible.  Join us in recognizing Charles Johnson for his outstanding dedication to community safety!]










🌳 Embrace the beauty of nature this National Ta
[image: 🌳 Embrace the beauty of nature this National Take a Walk in the Park Day!   Washington County is blessed with breathtaking parks, and today, let's lace up our shoes and explore the wonders around us. From serene trails to vibrant flora, every step is an opportunity to rejuvenate and reconnect with the great outdoors.   For a list of our amazing parks, visit: https://www.washco-md.net/public-works/parks-and-recreation/parks/🚶♂️]










We love being able to accomodate Air Force One at 
 [image: We love being able to accomodate Air Force One at HGR!]










✈️ Exciting news! Earlier today, Air Force One


 [image: ✈️ Exciting news! Earlier today, Air Force One flew into Hagerstown Regional Airport! Thanks to our spacious runway measuring 7,000 feet, we were able to accommodate this prestigious aircraft. Join us in welcoming this special arrival to Washington County!]










🤝✨ Washington County Government is hiring for
[image: 🤝✨ Washington County Government is hiring for full-time and part-time positions.  At Washington County, MD Government, we believe in the power of dedicated public servants who are committed to the betterment of our community. Whether you're an experienced professional or just starting your career journey, we have a wide range of positions available that will suit your skills and aspirations. Full-time benefits include: 60 Paid Personal Hours • 10 Vacation Days • 14 Paid Holidays • 15 Paid Sick Days • Healthcare Plan • Pension Plan • Tuition Reimbursement • And much more!  All Open Positions:  🛫Airport -Part Time Airline Customer Service Rep  ❗️Emergency Management - Director of Emergency Management & Communication  🛣️ Highways - Equipment Operator II (Central Section)  🏞️ Parks & Recreation - Recreation Camp Director - Rockland Woods - Assistant Camp Director - Williamsport - Assistant Pool Manager - Assistant Recreation Program Director - Rockland Woods - Cashier/Concession Worker - Swim Instructor - Rec Program Assistant - Recreation Camp Counselor - Lifeguard  🚍 Transit - Transit Line Service Attendant (Part-Time) - Fixed-Route Transit Operator (Part-Time, CDL Required)  🚰 Water Quality  - Utility Worker II  Learn more at the link in bio!]










🚧 TRAFFIC ALERT: Detour on Creek Road Extended



 [image: 🚧 TRAFFIC ALERT: Detour on Creek Road Extended  The Washington County Division of Engineering announces the temporary detour on Creek Road, due to a bridge painting operation conducted by the State Highway Administration (SHA) contractor Triton Construction, Inc, will be extended until Friday, April 5, 2024.  The detour route will be clearly marked, and motorists are advised to follow posted signs and use caution when traveling through the area.]
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100 West Washington Street Hagerstown, MD 21740

	


 
Contact County Departments


	


 
(240) 313-2776


	

 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

	

TTY users may call any government office through the Maryland Relay Service 1-800-735-2258
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LIBERAL LEAVE IS IN EFFECT FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY GOVERNMENT
 
















Liberal leave is in effect for all non-essential personal on Tuesday, February 13, 2024, until noon. Essential personnel are expected to fulfill their duties as usual.
The starting time for today’s Board of County Commissioners meeting will be reevaluated at 9:00 am. 
For those required to travel, exercise caution on the roadways. If driving is necessary, ensure your vehicle is completely cleared, drive at a reduced speed, practice caution, and avoid crowding or passing plows.
 

We’ll keep the public informed of any changes. Stay updated by monitoring Washington County Government’s website and social media channels for the latest information. Your safety is our priority!
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